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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Norm Belsten 

We can say that the C.A.W.M.C. has come a long way, as we celebrate the completion of thirty 
years, 1975 to 2005. A lot of our members have passed on, but some still remain actively involved in 
the hobby. Our membership is down this year, so why not sign up a new member and help the club. 
This is an election year for C.A.W.M.C., and nomination forms are enclosed with this newsletter. This 
is your club so think about nominating someone for the different offices, and standing for the election, 
if nominated. I feel we need some new blood on the executive, not the same few who have held office 
for several terms. There are also several appointed positions that need to be filled, not the least of 
which is our editor, (for the last ten years under three different presidents), who needs a rest after doing 
a super job. If you would like to volunteer for the job as editor, please let us know as the editor is the 
heart of any club and Timber Talk is our only connection to some members. 

@ The offices up for election are President, Vice President, Secretary/Treasurer/Membership 
Chairman and six members of the Board of Governors. Give this some serious thought, as they will be 
in charge of C.A.W.M.C. for the next two years. 

I have enjoyed my term as President, but feel, due to other commitments, I can’t commit the time | 
feel is necessary to carry out the obligations of the office, so I will not be standing for re-election. | 
have served on the executive for over twenty years, 1982 to date, eight of those years as President. 

Thanks to Earl Salterio’s suggestion, the one thing that we will accomplish during my term is to 
honour those who have served as President or promoted the hobby of Wooden Money collecting. We 
honoured some at the 2004 general meeting in Toronto, and more will be recognized at the 2005 
general meeting in Calgary. I hope to see you there. 

I look forward to enjoying this hobby for many more years, collecting, cataloguing, making and 
issuing woods. Norm 
C.A.W.M.C. ELECTION YEAR & NOMINATION FORMS: 

As noted in Norm’s message above, this is an election year for C.A.W.M.C. so let’s hear from you. A 
Nomination Form is included for your use. If you need more, duplicate this one or just write one up. 
You can nominate yourself for a position if desired. If you nominate someone, at least make sure that 
the person is willing to stand for the position before submitting the form. Send all forms to RUSSELL 
BROWN 7 Cartier Cres. Richmond Hill, Ont., Can., L4C 2M9. Russell is coordinating all 
nominations and elections. 

MEMBERSHIP FLATS & RECEIPTS: 

Most of these are enclosed with this newsletter. Some members are receiving a receipt only as our 

embership Chairman ran out of membership ‘wood’ flats. They will be mailed to you A.S.A.P., as 
soon as his supply is replenished. If you have a concern, contact Al Munro.(address bottom of page 2) 


HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR C.A.W.M.C. SUBSCRIPTION YET? LAST CALL!! 


MAR. 2005 TIMBER TALK Page 2 


ALBERT KASMAN CHRISTMAS 2004 FLAT: This is the last of the Christmas 2004 ‘woods’ that 
: I have to show. Albert’s address is Box 58022 RPO 3089 Dufferin St., 
PAST PRESIDENTS: Toronto, ON, Can., M6B 3C8. eS 


Garry Braunwarth — 1975-1977 


Victor Hall — 1977-1979 
Don Robb — 1979-1981 
Stan Clute — 1981-1983 


Neil Probert — 1983-1985 


Norm Belsten — 1985-1991 


Phi KASMAN 


Pat White — 1991-1995 TORONTO ONT 


Lou Vesh — 1995-2001 
FREE WOOD OF THE MONTH: 
Earl Salterio — 2001-2003 


ATTA SAAD AAA AAAAAAADAAAAAAAAAL 
CAWMC OFFICERS 


President: NORM BELSTEN 
Vice-President: DAVE GILLESPIE 
Secretary-Treasurer and Membership Chairman: 
AL MUNRO : : 
Past-President and Chairman of the Board of Governors: This free wood is from, who else...,Al Munro. 
EARL SALTERIO Al is a volunteer for the Calgary Stampede, held 
Elected Members of the Board of Governors: in early July each year. For 15 years he has been 
Ae IRL ads dost acateeedeg iced a member of the Poultry & Rabbit Committee of 
WAYNE GILLCASH, LOU VESH : : hai 
JAMES WILLISTON. which Garry Braunwarth is a Past Chairman. 
This Committee sponsors a pigeon race at the 
APPOINTED OFFICERS Stampede. The Stampede grounds is their home 
Editor: ROSS KINGDON (homing area) from when the pigeons are 3 
Fund Raiser: LOU VESH weeks old. During the Stampede they are raced 
Auction Coordinator: AL MUNRO twice daily about 15 miles each race. On the 


final Sunday, they are raced about 100 miles, 
DUES: Membership dues in the Canadian Association of and for this race, $3,000.00 is up for grabs. As a 


Wooden Money Collectors are: committee member, Al paid his entry fee, 


Canadian Residents: $10.00 Canadian Funds acquired a pigeon and participated in the race. 
United States Residents: $10.00 U.S. Funds Entered, were 61 pigeons. Al’s was one of the 
International Members Rate (outside of Canada and 34 that finished. He is no richer for the 
U.S.): $20.00 Canadian Funds : . d de 

Youth (16 years of age and under): $5.00 experience, but he had fun. This wood was ma 
for the occasion. The pigeon side is blue and the 
Dues paid to Mr. Al Munro, Box 2643 Stn. ‘M’, Calgary, loon side gold. Many thanks for this donation, 


AB, C 
, Canada T2P 3C1 Al. 


MAR. 2005 TIMBER TALK Page 3 


é“ RE ”, NO BUSINESS * NO JOB + NO PROSPECTS 
BY RAIN FOREST RUSTY": mi NO AMBITION * NO WORRIES * NO PROBLEMS 
This is how Dave ‘Rusty’ Phillips, of Port 
Da tvemi, British Columbia has signed this article DAVID (RUSTY) PHILLIPS 
“An Alaskan Chronicle” reproduced below. His RETIRED 
official name iS, of course, Dave Phillips and | “When I have the urge to work - I lie down till it passes” 
certainly appreciate receiving his submissions, not yu .eieon inate ail 
j 1 SHORT NOTICE FOR: WIFE BETTY AT: 
only because they are informative, but are also Teer "spoRTiNG EVENTS, WE Ppanicd AR 
i i j DINNERS, PARTIES, ETC. PORT ALBERNI, B.C. 
interspersed with some good humour. I enjoy the DINNER At SF 


way he writes. He also enclosed his ‘business card’ 
with his last mailing and I’ve reproduced it here as welt I know this is presumptuous of me and I fame 
it hasn’t offended him. Many thanks for your articles, David. There are more to come in future issues 
of ‘Timber Talk’. 

AN ALASKAN CHRONICLE by Rain Forest Rusty 

It started as a whim! On an impulse, in 1999, at an auction, I bought a page of 20 Alaska woods. 
These, with a few I had previously acquired, got me seriously into collecting Alaska woods ever since!! 

I have also taken on the task of listing all known Alaska woods, whether I own them or, only know of 
them. My listing is now closing in on 1,000 Alaska woods!!! 

In the course of acquiring these woods, I have become aware of many interesting aspects and/or 
interesting stories about some of these woods. I thought it might be of interest to relate some of these 
aspects/stories to the readers of Timber Talk. 

It might be an idea to obtain a map of Alaska so as to be able to locate the widely diverse and often 
remote locations from where these woods come. I would truly appreciate it if readers knowing any 

ep icoctones facts, figures or anecdotal information on any of the woods in this series, would either write 
or e-mail the Editor of Timber Talk, who could publish the information for the edification of all of us. 
Thanks. 
So, here we go — to Alaska — The Last Frontier.... 
#1 — The fa—a-—a-—a-—thest West Alaska wood. 
ADAK — This place is w — a—a-—y out there! It is closer to Siberia than it is to the main ped of 
Alaska! It will be a challenge to find this community on your map. 

The “city” of Adak is located on the N.E. side of Adak Island, one of the Andreanof Island group, 
which is one of the most westerly group of islands in the Aleutian chain. 

Adak was a U.S. Military base from 1942 until 1997, when it was officially closed, March 31, 1997. 
The 6,000 population shrunk very rapidly until today the population is only about 90 persons. The huge 
Naval installation (Bldgs., Docks, Airstrip and all infrastructure) have been traded to the native 
peoples’ Aleut Corporation for access to some other lands in the Aleut peoples’ territory. 

The wood shown below is the only wood I am aware of that has come out of Adak. This wood was 
produced and distributed in 1976 for the occasion of the Bi-Centennial of the founding of the U.S.A. 

I do not know who was the official body that had the 
wood produced, nor do I know how many of these woods 
were produced, nor how they were distributed. 

The size is the standard 38mm. round wood. The ink 
colour on both sides is black. 

I think this is an unique wood in that it is from such a 

ip remote place, and furthermore, due to the radical 
downsizing of the community, it will likely be the only 
wood ever produced from this community. 


MAR. 2005 TIMBER TALK Page 4 
— sss: 

SNIPPETS OF THE C.A.W.M.C.PAST: Comments by Ross Kingdon (editor) P 

On pages 5 and 6 of this newsletter, I have continued with my listing of guidebooks and Supplement @ 
which list “Canadian” woods. All this information, I have gleaned from reading copies of ol 
newsletters. Sometimes I found it very confusing as to what and when something was issued, since in 
most cases I do not have these publications. 

This month, I mention publications from John Curtis, Norm Wells, Howard Richardson and of 
course Norm Belsten, our current CAWMC president. 

I never had the privilege of meeting John Curtis nor have I, to my knowledge, seen any of his early 
listings. Some of our longer standing members, I’m sure, will remember him well. | only once had the 
pleasure of meeting Norm Wells. It was at a Toronto International Coin Fair (T.I.C.F.), in Toronto, as I 
recall. As well, I recall only once meeting Howard Richardson. It was also at a ‘wood’ meeting held at 
a T.I.C.F. in Toronto. We, of course, are indebted to all three of these men for the early work they did 
in listing our ‘Canadian’ woods. 

I’ve shown here a picture of Norm Wells. I took it from an old copy of a column of his, which he 
wrote regularly for Canadian Coin News. (I have printed some of Norm’s columns, from the past, in 
previous newsletters). I don’t have pictures of John Curtis or Howard Richardson to show. Maybe 
someone out there has and could send them to me. If they will reproduce decently, we can show them. 

When Howard Richardson issued his one and only supplement in 1986, he also issued some woods 
to recognize the occasion. One wood had a ‘profile-like’ image of Howard on it. I’ve shown that and 
some of the other wood images here. I understand, that each person that purchased his supplement, got 
a wood with their ‘supplement number’ on it. I should mention that Howard’s supplement was entitled 
“For People Who Collect Wooden Money”. This title is on a couple of woods issued by him in 1987. @ 
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in 1987 by Howard, with 87 


The late Norm Wells of the ‘Supplement Name’ on 
Peterborough, Ontario. the woods. 


a 
YOUR 
CATALOGUE 
NUMBER 


A Is 


/ \ 
3.8 Two woods issued by Howard | 
. in 1987. One had your actual shite 
——__. = ‘Supplement # ’ on the wood. 


IF YOU HAVEN’T RENEWED YOUR SUBSCRIPTION, DO IT NOW!! 


Gri, ita 
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7 Profile image of Howard 
and 2 of the 3 woods he 
_ issued for the T.1.C.F. in 1987. 


— 
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SNIPPETS OF THE C.A.W.M.C. PAST: 

“CANADIAN” WOOD LISTINGS:  -continued from Feb. 2005 newsletter 

As mentioned last month, John Curtis of Willowdale, Ontario seems to have been the first 

- person to attempt a comprehensive listing of all Canadian woods. His listings entitled 
‘Canadian Wooden Money’ began in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s and were considered the 
forerunner to the NORM WELLS (C17) catalogues, which were to follow. It is the Norm 
Wells’ catalogues, which are often, even today, referred to by collectors for some back history 
and detailed information. In the ‘acknowledgement’ section of the Norm Wells’ books he states 
“that it is John Curtis’ listings that were used as the ‘Roots’”, of his catalogues and that his 
books are “an extension to John’s listings”. 

Norm Wells, from Peterborough, Ontario, issued his first edition guidebook called 
‘Canadian Wooden Money — Tokens & Souvenirs” in Dec. 1977. It was a fully illustrated 
book (actual size wood photos), of 234 pages, each 8 4%” X 11” in size. Over 900 known 
Canadian woods were shown. Two hundred copies of this 1* edition were made. A list of 
corrections to this 1" edition was printed in the Feb. 1978 newsletter (pages 3 & 4), and a one 
page update to this edition came out in the March 1978 newsletter (page 4). 

A 2” edition of this guidebook (same name as above) was published in June of 1979. It had 
1300 known Canadian woods, fully illustrated, with many ‘wood’ histories, background 
information and corrections. It had 368 pages each 8 '2” X 11” in size. One hundred fifty copies 
were made. 

To my knowledge, this Second Edition had Four supplements to follow, each about one year 

@par. A 52 page I“ supplement to this second edition was issued in March 1980 at a cost of 
$3.50. It had 101 additional woods (old and new), fully illustrated. 
A 2™ supplement to this second edition came out in March 1981. It contained 66 additional 
pages of information and illustrations of 202 woods as well as corrections to the previous 
publications. This 2™ supplement cost $5.00 at the time. 

Supplement #3 to this second edition was out in March 1982. It had 76 pages and listed 325 
additional new woods plus 15 oldies that had surfaced. This 3 supplement cost $6.00. 

A 4" and final supplement to the 2™ edition catalogue was issued in March 1983. It 
contained 66 pages listing 290 additional woods to be added to the Canadian records. It had the 
latest known woods with updates and corrections to previous publications. 

One year later (March 1984), Norm Wells published his Third Edition of “Canadian 
Wooden Money — Tokens & Souvenirs”. It has 640 pages each 8 2” X 11”, showing, as of 
then, all wood issues known to date. It was recognized as ‘The Book’ or ‘The Bible’ on 
Canadian woods. It cost $35.00 postpaid at the time. It is this 3 edition that I have and refer to 
frequently. It is updates and/or supplements to this 3" edition, on which I can find Jittle or no information in the 
newsletters. I could find only a 2 page update to this 3" edition in the Nov. 1985 newsletter. While writing this 
up, however, I was “ater to talk to Norm Belsten and Russell Brown and was actually shown a supplement #1 
to this Norm Wells 3 edition. It was issued in Feb. 1985 at a cost of $7.00. It had 68 pages and 
listed approximately 300 new and old discoveries of woods. I cannot find reference to this 

@ vPlement in the newsletters. Maybe I should have read more carefully. 
At this point, it appears that Norm Wells was phasing himself out as being the keeper of the ‘wood’ catalogue 
and Howard Richardson (R274) of ig Ontario was taking over. —continued on page 6 
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SNIPPETS OF THE C.A.W.M.C, PAST: | CANADIAN ‘WOOD’LISTINGS: -continued from page 5 


There are several newsletter references made to a Proposed new catalogue (Sept.1985 newsletter) Hy 
be published by Howard Richardson with the cooperation and approval of Norm Wells. A simil 
reference (newsletter Mar.1986) refers to a supplement as well as a new catalogue to be available later 
this year (1986). Then, in the Sept. 1986 newsletter, the then President, Norm Belsten, makes 
reference, in his President’s Message , to a new supplement having been unveiled at the CAWMC 
general meeting held at the July 1986 C.N.A. convention. In reality then, a new catalogue did not 
materialize but a new supplement did. 

There was only this one supplement issued, in the summer of 1986, that Howard Richardson 
put out. It was an update continuation (with illustrations) of the work done by Norm Wells. It is this 
one and only supplement issued by Howard Richardson that changed the way all future personal 
wood issues were to be listed in the catalogue. Prior to this, Norm Wells and John Curtis had listed 
any personally issued woods under the Show (City) location. (For example), if ten people issued 
personal woods for a CAWMC general meeting at a C.N.A. convention held in Calgary, Alberta, then 
all ten woods would be listed under Calgary, Alberta. Howard started listing these personal woods 
under the city/town in which the person actually lived i.e. Norm Belsten under (Downsview, 
Ontario) or Russell Brown under (Richmond Hill, Ontario). 

So, prior to this Howard Richardson 1986 supplement, wherever a show was held, you will usually 
find, listed under that city, the names of people who issued personal woods, as a souvenir of that 
gathering. Following that, and still today, woods were and are listed where the person resides. 

Our current President, Norm Belsten, took over the keeping of the catalogue from Howard 
Richardson and still today keeps our catalogue up to date. Norm Belsten, in July 1988 at the CAWMC 
general meeting held at the Prince Edward Island C.N.A. convention issued his first supplenlenae 
which was an update continuation of the Wells, Richardson works that had been done before. (You 
might say that this first supplement from Belsten could be considered a 2™ supplement to the Norm 
Wells 3” guidebook.) Confusing isn’t it!!! 

This first Norm Belsten supplement was a ‘Listing’ of the woods (no illustrations) only. In 1990, 
Norm Belsten came out with a completely New Catalogue Listing of all known Canadian woods (no 
pictures). He listed over 5000 Canadian woods. It is this listing that I, your editor, have used ever since 
it came out and can assure you that my copy is a mess (dog-eared, yellow, and with reinforcements on 
all three holes on each page just to hold it together. It is my ‘wood’ listing Bible. 

Since then, Norm Belsten has put out 8 supplements to this Listing. They were issued in the years 
1993, 1994, 1995, 1997, 1998, 2000, 2002, 2004. The 1997 supplement included new woods plus all 
the ‘woods’ listed in the previous 3 supplements. You could then throw out the 1993, 1994, and 1995 
supplements. 

Since these supplements, Norm Belsten has issued a ‘Picture Catalogue Of Ontario Woods’. 
These were handed out at a Southern Ontario Chapter of CAWMC meeting held at the Guelph, Ontario 
O.N.A. convention in 2002. This was a massive, time-consuming undertaking but was well worth the 
effort. Norm is attempting to correct some mistakes in this picture catalogue and is also working on a 
picture catalogue for the rest of the Canadian provinces. 

Next month — more ‘Canadian Wood Listings’ from the Maritimes, and possibly, some CAWMC “Firsts”. 

Since writing this, Norm Belsten has sent to me a complete chronological listing of all books with Canadian 
‘woods’ listed in them. The list includes everything I’ve mentioned and more. I'll include his concise 
complete list in next month’s newsletter as well. . 


THIS IS YOUR LAST ‘TIMBER TALK’ IF YOU HAVEN’T RENEWED IN THE ‘CAWMC”. 


